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An impressive rig on the trailer.

TwinYamaha 70hp 4-strokes provided plenty of torque and punch out of the hole.

Photo: Sea Jay

LTHOUGH my
original plan
was to head to

Bundaberg for a week-
end of fishing and also
to water test the new
Sea Jay 6.0 Freedom
Plate Xtreme, a BNB
deadline meant only the
test was possible.

Arriving at the factory
in the morning, [ was
met by Col and Troy
Glass who showed me
the test boat, which at
first glance looked very
impressive on the trailer.

And while some finish-
ing touches to cleaning
were done, Col gave me
a tour of the Sea Jay
factory.

It has grown over the
years and the team has
developed a very stream-
lined production proc-
ess.

Coupled with a bit of
ingenuity in relation to
the modification of ma-
chinery for cutting and
pressing the materials,
here is a manufacturing
plant that delivers a qual-
ity product every time.

However I won’t go in-
to too much detail about
the specifics, as this is
something that the team
has worked hard to re-
fine.

But the end result en-
sures the process is very
simple and effective,
enabling boats to be de-
livered on time with all
the different options re-
quired.

On arrival at the ramp
we were met with a very
stiff 25-30 knot south-
easter.

Not ideal conditions for
a day on the water but
great to put this offshore
rig through some serious
stuff.

After launching in
the marina and heading
down the river a short
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Boat Review

by BEN COLLINS

way, we were soon out
of the protection of land
where the full force of
the wind could be felt
and seen through the
endless series of white
water waves rolling in.

Although not a tradi-
tional bar, the water was
still sitting up a little
and had a similar resem-
blance to the nasty chop
we experience here in
Moreton Bay.

This was going to be a
good test.

As 1 punched down
the throttles of the twin
70hp Yamaha 4-strokes,
the boat jumped onto the
plane and the torque of
the twins could be felt as
it settled on the plane.

As with any boat it
takes a little bit of time
to see how it performs
and what it likes and
more importantly what
it doesn’t, and the condi-
tions were going to high-
light these features.

Settling at a good cruis-
ing speed on the plane,
the 6.0 Freedom skipped
across the waves.

There was the occa-
sional bang as we hit the
odd bigger wave but for
a plate boat it was rela-
tively quiet, and condi-
tions were ordinary.

As part of the famil-
iarisation and testing I
wanted to see how it per-
formed with a bit more
speed on.

Well, you guessed it,
the Freedom liked it.

With a few more revs
it sat a little higher in the
water and levelled off,
enabling the sharp entry
of the hull to cut through
the waves even better.

Next on the testing
block was a series of
turns and running with,
down and across the
waves to see how the
boat handled the condi-
tions.

Generally you would
try to run directly with
or into the waves as you
typically get a better
ride, but this isn’t always
possible.

So it is important that
a boat can handle what-
ever is thrown at it.

Obviously you need to
be aware of your situa-
tion and drive accord-
ingly, so speed and trim
are crucial elements to
get right.

And while we did rock
and roll with the waves
as I headed down on a
45-degree angle, I felt to-
tally safe and in control.

There was a good metre
of chop and the waves
were close together with
plenty of white water on
top, but the 6.0 Freedom
handled it well.

Heading directly with
the waves, we were about
to put a bit more speed
on and a quick flick of
the trim button saw us
easily running with the
waves.

So after putting the
Freedom through its pac-
es, it was time to head

Sea Jay 6.0 Freedom

to more sheltered waters
for a few speed trials.
As we motored back it
was a good time to take
note of a few stand-out

features.

First is the fishing
room.

This boat has been built

to fish from and it has a
decent amount of room
at the stern.

The Freedom models,
which range in size from
6m to 7.6m, are centre
cab construction, which
in my opinion gives you
the best of both worlds.

By this I mean you get
enough space at the helm
to have two or three peo-
ple positioned, as well
as plenty of room on the
dash for electronics, plus
you have a cab with a
hard top to protect you
from the elements.

The other benefit is that
you can walk or even
fish right around the
boat, with its dedicated
walkway.

Obviously conditions
would need to be good
to fish off the side, but it
does enable you to chase
fish that might be mak-
ing a beeline to the an-
chor rope.

The bow would also be
a good vantage point for
casting slugs at pelagics
such as spotty mackerel.

Looking at the list of
standard inclusions, a lot
of thought has obviously
been given to having this
@ continued P2

One of the advantages of a hard top - extra storage.




Sea Jay 6.0 Freedom

@ from P1

boat ready to hit the wa-
ter straight out of the
factory.

Included is an ally bait
board, plumbed bait tank,
heavy-duty boarding lad-
der, bunk cushions, car-
peted floor, access door,
rocket launcher with
eight rod holders, six
ally rod holders in the
wide side deck, and the
list goes on.

One option I would
get is trim tabs, which
I think you need with a
hard top.

On the performance of
the twin 70hp Yamaha
motors, I have tested a
couple of rigs with this
power plant setup and
they universally pro-
vide an economical yet
punchy option.

As for the Sea Jay 6.0
Freedom, you just have
to look at the peak num-
bers which come in with
a respectable 1.72km per
litre (almost a nautical
mile per litre at 4500rpm
which for a boat this size
is very good).

This is especially so
when you match that to
the 240 litre underfloor
tank and this helps de-
liver a well-balanced
package that is built for
extended fishing trips.

Now I’m sure you are
wondering if it planed

with one motor.

However after speak-
ing with Glen Gibson
from Yamaha and seri-
ously considering the
subject, I now have a
completely different line
of thinking.

The following will ex-
plain and illustrate why
the question of planing
on one engine is irrel-
evant.

There are a number of
different reasons people
choose to put twin en-
gines on their rig and
one is the added safety
factor.

However this doesn’t
mean being able to plane,
it means being able to
hold or make headway
against tide or wind and
safely make your way
to shore.

This line of thought is
quite different to what
has been reported previ-
ously by many fishing
and boating journalists.

But, when you think
about it, you want your
boat set up so it is per-
forming at its best all the
time, and this is when the
two engines are running.

With today’s technol-
ogy and the proven reli-
ability of outboard mo-
tors, it is rare you will
have any problems and
if you do you still have
the other motor, which
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Plumbed live bait tank as standard.

The walk-around feature of the Freedom.

then becomes more like
an auxiliary.

However if you are a
long way out to sea and
one engine does fail,
there is a simple solution
to enable you to get your
boat to plane on one en-
gine and that is to carry a
spare prop.

So instead of running
your engine flat out
where it can’t rev out and
will eventually damage
your engine, you sim-
ply take out a split ring,
undo a nut and replace
the prop.

This boat on a single
engine with a 14x11 inch
prop will plane and rev
out.

In fact it does around
35km at full revs.

And it is because the
engine can rev and work
how it is meant to that
you won’t damage it.

So to answer that ques-
tion, yes the engines can
be set up so they plane
on one motor but for ulti-
mate performance an al-
loy 13.5 x 15-inch prop
is the best choice.

The Sea Jay 6.0 Free-
dom also has some other
good quality features
when you start looking
at its construction.

With bottom sheets and
transom both constructed
from 5Smm plate and the
side 4mm, you get the
basis of a serious and
sturdy offshore rig.

In addition a strong
4mm keel finishes off

the base.
Like all Plate Xtreme
models, the Freedom

features solid internal
bulkheads, stringers and
a reverse chine hull.

With a length of 6m as
the name suggests and
a maximum horsepow-
er rating of 150hp, you
end up with a complete
package, including trail-
er, of just less than two
tonnes.

This makes it a good
boat for long offshore
trips or a manageable
vessel for beach launch
and towing.

For more information
on the Freedom or other
Plate Xtreme boats from
Sea Jay, check out www.
seajayboats.com.au or
give the factory a call on
(07) 4152 2111.

Note: No camera boat
was available on the test
day for running shots.
The photos shown in this
article supplied by Sea
Jay were taken on a dif-
ferent day. L
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The high swept bow deflects the spray in rough conditions. Photo: Sea Jay
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Performance Bullieltin

Test Date: 30th August 2011

Performance Data

RPM Ave Km/h Ave L/h Ave Km/L
700 3.65 1.60 2.28
1000 5.75 2.55 2.25
1500 9.10 4.50 2.02
2000 11.75 7.65 1.54
2500 13.25 11.00 1.20
3000 18.85 14.55 1.30
3500 26.35 16.45 1.60
4000 34.65 20.20 1.72
4500 40.20 23.40 1.72
5000 46.25 30.25 1.53
5500 51.85 38.90 1.33
6000 56.20 44.75 1.26
6200 WOT 59.00 46.80 1.26
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Test Performed by certified Yamaha Technicians

Boat Manufactured by:

http://www.seajayboats.com.au/plate xtreme

F70A€ETL

SEAJAY 6.0M FREEDOM

Length (LOA)
Beam

Dry Weight
Max Hp

Fuel Capacity

Weight as Tested (approximate)

F70AETL/11

Horsepower
Engine Type
Weight

Gear Ratio

Mounting Height

PROPELLER

Series
Diameter/ Pitch
Part Number

TEST CONDITIONS

Crew

Air Temperature
Wind Speed
Fuel

Water Temperature

6.26m
2.39M
1,050KGS
150HP
240L
1,600KGS

51.5kW (70ps) @ 5800rpm

16-Valve 996cm? SOHC In-Line 4 Cyl
119kg

2.33 (28/12)

2nd hole from top

Alloy White K Series
13% x 15"
6E5-45947-00

2

20.1°C

>5 ~ 10 Knots
100L

Un-Known°C

TEST PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Max Ave Speed
Best Cruising Km/L

Range, Based on 95% Fuel Capacity at Best Km/L

3% Prop Slip at 6200rpm

59.00Km/h or 31.80Knots
1.72Km/L @ 4500rpm
392 Kilometres

Data may vary due to changes in weather, tides, boat load, hull & propeller conditions, temperature, atmospheric
pressure and wind direction. Fuel data gathered with a non-calibrated Yamaha fuel gauge. Speed data recorded with

GPS receiver.

Yamaha Motor Australia accepts no responsibilty for the accuracy of these readings.
Al test data is recorded with the engine fully trimmed in (-4), until 5500 RPM, where possible.
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